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Karuwhā-Henry Williams by artist, ‘Mr G’ (Graham Hoete), at Te Tii 
marae Waitangi, 2021 (after Baugniet, 1854). 



Portrayals 
(contemporary 
and 
historiographical)

Karuwhā-Henry Williams with taiaha facing Hone Heke during whaikōrero at 
Waimate mission, Sep. 1844; by T.B. Hutton, in W. Cotton, Journal, DixsonLibNSW.



Sketch by Henry Williams of a 
ship of the line, and a merchantman
MS. 91/75, Auckland Museum

Painting of Betws-y-Coed (Wales), 
dated 1819 
(brought to NZ by Henry Williams)
E Ludbrook private collection



The influence of his 
father
‘My Dear Mary….’   20 June 1794 
Thomas Williams writes to his wife 
from Nottingham.
The family is moving from Gosport 
(near Portsmouth, HM Navy base) to 
Nottingham.
Thomas is in the business of trading 
in hosiery/textiles, and has Royal 
Navy contracts.  
He quickly gets involved with the 
town council – the Nottingham 
Corporation – strongly aligned with 
Dissenting groups and Whig politics



some places travelled 
by Thomas Williams 
on his business 
journeys selling 
hosiery products, c. 
1794-1803
(note: loosely 
represented only)



Independent/ Dissenting History and 
Chapel religion

Independent Meeting House, Norwich, late 17thC; the first Paihia mission church or ‘chapel’, 1820s (below)



Henry’s annotations on William Martin’s The Taranaki Question – 
‘He tangata mama te tangata, he whenua taimaha te whenua’ (his 
first annotation)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
‘Land is heavy and immovable, people are light and can easily be moved’



Henry Williams’ underlining
on p. 9 of W. Martin’s Taranaki Question: 
the firm underlining in this case
connotes agreement with the proposition

(as in other places he states in marginal
notes that he disagrees) 



Crown has Kāwanatanga/’Governorship’/Law 
[article 1]

Chiefs and ‘Tribes collectively’ have 
‘tino Rangatiratanga’/‘full Chiefship’ of lands
[article 2]

Henry is also fully assenting to 
these propositions 
(consistently with everything else
he said about the Treaty)



Henry Williams’ annotations:

‘How personally selfish is this on the part of the 
Pakeha. What can they [do] for “Her Majesty’s 
Sovereignty” so that they may get the land[?]’

[an example of Henry’s ironic-sardonic voice]

‘The premises very false, the conclusion must be 
false.  “Her Majesty’s Supremacy” cannot[?] be upheld 
by an act of violation & spoliation. such is a dishonor 
to Her Majesty’s crown & dignity.’   

[the tone here is more urgent/insistent rather than 
ironic, though note again the scare quotes “…”]

‘Personally interested therein’ [ie., of the Taranaki 
settlers]



Henry’s annotations (again ironic-sarcastic):

‘What a set of Noodles these Gov’rs must 
Have been with all others not to have discovered 
this [incompatibility] until now, after so [much] 
experience’

[ie., they weren’t ‘Noodles’ at all; this is a new 
argument by settlers]

[Note the underlying of the point that the 
Queen’s Sovereignty is no more inconsistent with 
rights of property held in England by 
‘Corporations, Companies, or Partnerships’ – ie., 
collective entitles like tribes, and entities that 
Henry’s family were personally very familiar with, 
including the Nottingham Corporation]
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